[The value of arthroscopic operations].
Between April 1976 and July 1983, 831 arthroscopies were performed in the orthopedic department of the Salzburg State Clinic, and 186 patients underwent arthroscopic surgery between 1979 and 1983. Thirty-two meniscectomies performed with arthroscopy were assessed with regard to postoperative duration of hospitalization and postoperative condition. One of the disadvantages of arthroscopic surgery is that the procedure is rather protracted, especially when the surgeon is unaccustomed to it; however, the duration can be considerably shortened as the surgeon gains practice and experience. The following advantages of arthroscopic surgery for the patient are mentioned: 1. it is a more accurate surgical procedure; 2. surgical trauma is reduced; 3. rehabilitation is achieved more rapidly.